THE   HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

ing to these the whole system had been devised by the
contrivance of a band of thinkers and inventors upon
the spirit plane, foremost among whom was Ben-
jamin Franklin, whose eager mind and electrical
knowledge in earth life might well qualify him for
such a venture. Whether this claim was true or not,
it is a fact that Rosma dropped out of the picture at
this stage, and that the intelligent knockings pur-
ported to be from the deceased friends of those in-
quirers who were prepared to take a serious interest
in the matter and to gather in reverent mood to
receive the messages. That they still lived and still
loved was the constant message from the beyond,
accompanied by many material tests, which confirmed
the wavering faith of the new adherents of the move-
ment. When asked for their methods of working and
the laws which governed them, the answers were from
the beginning exactly what they are now : that it was
a matter concerned with human and spirit magnetism;
that some who were richly endowed with this physical
property were mediums; that this endowment was not
necessarily allied to morality or intelligence ; and that
the condition of harmony was especially necessary to
secure good results. In seventy odd years we have
learned very little more; and after all these years the
primary law of harmony is invariably broken at the
so-called test stances, the members of which imagine
that they have disproved the philosophy when they
obtain negative or disordered results, whereas they
have actually confirmed it.

In one of the early communications the Fox sisters